not thyself over to any. For better it is that thy chil-
dren should seek to thee, than that thou shouldest
stand to their courtesy/ And also, if I were to work
according to your counselling, certain it is that my
counsels must be kept secret until the proper time to
make them known; and this could not thus be. For
it is written that *The chattering of women can con-
ceal nothing except that which they do not know/
Furthermore, the philosopher says: In evil counsel
women surpass men/ And for all these reasons I will
not follow your advice/'
When Dame Prudence, very affably and with great
patience, had heard all that her husband chose to
say, then she asked of him leave to speak, and said:
"My lord, as to your first reason, surely it may readily
be answered. For I say that it is no folly to over-rule
counsel when circumstances are changed, or when
the cause appears otherwise than at the first. And,
moreover, I say that though you have sworn and
warranted to perform your enterprise, nevertheless,
should you refuse for just cause to perform it, men
will not therefore say that you are a liar and for-
sworn. For the book says that the wise man deals not
falsely when he changes his first purpose for a better
one. And although your undertaking be ordained
and established by a great many men, yet you need
not accomplish it, unless you like. For the truth of
things, and the profit thereof, are found rather among
a few folk who are wise and reasonable than among
the multitude, where every man cries and gabbles as
he likes. Truly such a crowd is not worthy of honour.
As to the second reason, wherein you say that all
women are evil, then certainly, saving your grace,
you must despise all women by so saying; and he that
despises all displeases all, as the book says. And
Seneca says that 'Whoso has sapience will not any
man dispraise; but he will gladly impart such knowl-
edge as he can, and that without presumption and
pride. And for such things as he knows not, he will
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